of England. If Czechoslovakia goes, Hungary, the kingdom
without a king, cannot survive as anything more than a docile
dependency of Germany. You would be well on the way to the
reconstruction of that German domination over Central Europe,
with its man-power, munition-power, metal-power, food-
power and fuel-power, which enabled Germany to face the last
world war.

But instead of a dual domination, with the weakness that
division brings, it would be a united domination, under the
exclusive leadership of the martial Hitlerist Reich, not under
the part-leadership of the easy-going Habsburg Empire.

Czechoslovakia means, ultimately, you.

Neither Masaryk, nor Benes, nor Hodza, the present
Czechoslovak Prime Minister, thought of complete Czecho-
slovak independence when they began their struggle. They
detested rule from Vienna and particularly the promotion of
Hungary to a privileged place among the peoples ruled by
Habsburg. Either central rule for all from Vienna, or home-
rule for all, was their cry. If the Kaiser is to be crowned King
of Hungary in Budapest why cannot he be crowned King of
Bohemia in Prague. Why should Prague be degraded to the
status of a provincial town that never sees the Emperor? Why
should not Prague have its Parliament?

Hodza, a Slovak who was a lonely deputy in the Budapest
Parliament, himself loves Vienna, and was a good friend and
collaborator of Franz Ferdinand, that Archduke whose murder
at Serajevo led to the World War. For Franz Ferdinand himself
saw that Austxo-Hungarian dualism could not survive and
wanted, when he should become Emperor, to improve the lot
of the Czechs and Croats and others. And for that very reason
there were people both in Vienna and Budapest who welcomed
his death, for all that Austria sent an ultimatum to Serbia and
bombarded Belgrade when it was not unconditionally accepted,
and that began the World War.

Bear that in mind, and you will see that Benes's Czecho-
slovakia, if it were deserted by the outer world and too long